Despite all efforts, the state'smaternal mortality rate (MMR) continues to be the worst in the country. The Sample Registration System (SRS) report for 2010-2012, which was published recently, shows that despite showing a drop of 62 points from the ratio of 390 deaths per one lakh live births in 2007-09, the ratio of 328 deaths per one lakh live births recorded in 2010-12 is still the highest in the country. Kerala tops the list as the best performing state with 66 deaths per one lakh live births.

The state had recorded a better drop of 90 points in the MMR from 480 deaths per one lakh live births in 2004-06 to 390 deaths per one lakh live births in 2007-09.

The report states that in Assam and eightEmpowered Action Group (EAG) states of Bihar, Jharkahand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, which have been clubbed in one group, almost 24 women per lakh of women in the age group of 15 to 49 are dying due to maternal causes. In the southern states, it reduces only to six.

"Drop in MMR in 2004-06 to 2007-2009 was 90 points and together with drop of 62 points in 2007-09 to 2010-12, the total drop is 152 points, which is highest and the effort has been praised at all levels. But at the same time it should be noted that motivation is required at all levels," said state National Rural Health Mission mission director Manish Thakur.

Maternal Mortality Ratio is the number of women who die as a result of complications of pregnancy or childbearing in a given year per 1 lakh live births in that year. The report states that in terms of MMR in the period from 2007-09, Assam recorded 390 deaths. In 2010-12, Assam recorded 328 deaths. Kerala, during the same period, recorded 81 and 66 deaths respectively. The levels of MMR by regions as per the report also states that in 2010-12, the percentage to total maternal deaths was 61.5 in EAG states and Assam. The percentage to lifetime risks was 0.8 as compared to 0.in the southern states and 0.3 in other states.
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